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INTRODUCTION... 


by 


HE following Fragment is offered to the 
public under a conviction that the fate of 
the character of which it treats, muſt, and does 
deeply intereſt not only every man of feeling 
and humanity, bur more particularly every true 
friend to parliamentary re orm and the /ibertics of 
man ind, eſpecially the members of the LoN DON 
Cos RES O Dix ©OCIETY, Whoſe delegate he 
was to the Britiſh Convention, that fat at Edin- 


burgh, in the cloſe of the year 1793 ; for which 


ſervice, he is now an exile from his native land, 
ſuffering all the hardſhips of a rigorous and 
cruel ſentence of fourteen years baniſhment & a 
place inhabited by thieves of every deſcription, 
called Botany Bay. : > P.M 

It was originally written while he was con- 


fined in Newgate, intended to have made part 


of a ſketch of the lives of the ſuffering pa- 


triots, and to have been much more comprehen- 


ſive, but the unexpected and ſudden departure 


of this truly valuable and much lamented citi- 
zen, has induced the proprietor at the preſſing 
requeſt of ſome friends to bring it before the 
public in its preſent ſnape, who are intreated to 
receive it with that indulgence which its defects 
render neceſſary - by conſidering how very ina- 
dequate words are to expreſs the real merits and 


ſufferings of this devoted patriot, and virtuous 


man, who may certainly be ranked, without ex- 


aggeration, as one of the moſt valuable gems ever 


produced by this oppreſſed and n Iſle ; 
which has received an indelible ſtain by the fa. 
| vage 


— — —¼¾ 


— 


(+4 3 


vage barbarity and unmerited cruelty practiſed 
againſt one who was foremoſt amongſt its beſt 
and moſt ſteady friends. Indeed it was impoſ- 
ſible to find a man who was a more zealous and 
able advocate for the freedom of his countrymen - 
than JosEPHGERRAT D; and not only his fel- 
low citizens, but the whole earth partook of his 
benevolent wiſhes. To have given freedom to 
the world was the firſt and almoſt the only wiſh of 
his elevated ſoul ; no man poſſeſſed more ſteady 
and unſhakeg, virtue; no man had a more feel- 
ing heart; no man enjoyed more firmneſs ; to 
incorruptible integrity, he joined the moſt un- 
Hdavunted courage; the wealth of Mexico, the 
viches of Peru, joined to the gold of Japan, 

cout! not have purchaſed. him: nor the threats 


_ oii:{potiſm, however ſevere and dreadful, make 


um ſwerve from that line of rectitude which 
truth pointed out to him as his duty. Fortitude | 
and benevolence were in him ſo happily blend- 


eg, that even his perſecutors, reeking in the ſa- 


vage work, were obliged to pay homage to his 
exalted character, to admire that {oul which their 
moſt horrid thunders had no power to ſhake; to 
pay a tribute of applauſe to that Meekneſs which 
their tarniſhed and bemired hearts were not ca- 
pable of imitating, As a man of learning, few 
(if any) excelled him, and none ever employed 
their talents more truly to the public weal. Pride 
was a ſtranger to his breaſt ; poverty ever found 
In him a foſtering and protecting hand; read 

to ſhare his ſcanty pittance with the diſtreſſed, 
his greateſt pleaſure conſiſted in making others 
happy, by participating with indigence that, of 
Which he knew no other uſe, than to relieve the 


wants of his fellow-creatures. In ſhort, he was 


2 man, that take him for all in all, we ſcarce 
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© ſhall look upon his like again.” He has left 
TWO INFANT CHILDREN, a girl and a boy, to be- 
moan his unhappy fate, and experience the want 
of his paternal care, and many, very many 
friends, who will never ceaſe to conſerve his me- 
mory with the moſt tender remembrance ; and 
who may always conſider it as their proudeſt 
boaſt, that they enjoyed the friendſhip of that 
great and good man CITIZEN JosEpH GER- 
RALD. 


: JOSEPH GERRALD. 


« Firm in himſelf who on himſelf relies, 
„ Polih*d and round who runs his proper courſe, 
« And breaks misfortunes with ſuperior force.” 


HIS extraordinary man, now ſuffering uf 
der an heavy and uncommonly ſevere ſen- 
tence of the Juſticiary Court of Scotland, ſeems 
to have been formed in one of dame nature's 
happieſt moments, and preſents to view an highly 
poliſhed literary character, to which he adds the 
moſt expanſive benevolence, unſhaken fortitude, 
and inflexible virtue, conſtant in his purſuits 
after truth, and ever open to the voice of reaſon. 
Bleſt with an uncommon underſtanding, which 
he had the good fortune to have nurtured and 
erfectioned by that excellent man Doctor Parr, 
in his early life he quitted his native country, to 
baſk in the ſunſhine of the mountain goddeſs 
L1BEekTY, on the enfranchiſed and happy ſhores 
of Columbia, where he was admitted to the bar, 
and practiſed with conſiderable eclat in the 
1 8 | courts 
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courts of Pennſylvania. His viſiting that coun- 
try may perhaps be eaſily accounted for, when it 
is underſtood that his paternal eſtates were ſitu- 
ated in the Weſt Indian iſlands. Here our citt- | 
zen, fired with the moſt ardent love of freedom, 
could not help contemplating with an eye of 
ſorrow and compaſſion, the degrading difference 
between the happy American freeman, and the 
enflaved Briton ; whoſe government had loft 
its very effence by the numerous and manifold 
abuſes that had crept into what certainly once 


had the faint ſemblance of a free conſtitution ; 


and fincerely wiſhing to fee his countrymen as 
happy as their former brethren, he returned to 


Europe with a view of lending his aftiſtance to 


cleanſe the Augean ftable, and reſtore Britons 
to that freedom of which they had fo long and 
vainly boaſted ; in . conſequence. he became a 
member of the Cons11rUTlONAL SOCIETY, 
and afterwards of the London CorRRES?PONDING 
SOCIETY, from which laſt, in the month of Oc- 
tober, 793 he was choſen in conjunction with 


 MAURICE * ARGAROT, delegate to the Britiſh 


Convention then ſitting at Edinburgh — = 
Bred up amidſt all the luxuries of faſhion- 


able life, with the poſſeſſion of an ample fortune, 


he has kept clear of thoſe vices that diſgrace 
the ariflocracy of the country, and juſtly brin 


it into difrepute with the thinking and moral 


part of mankind; for the only advantage that 
ſeems to have ariſen from this idle diſtinction 
amongſt the citizens, is the having given thoſe 
who poſſeſs titles a licence to commit with im- 
punity thoſe crimes and enormities that fre- 
quently bring their leſs privileged and untitled fel- - 
low-citizens, either to make a ſhocking exhibition 
before the debtor's door in the Old Eailey, - 
1 5 | | elle 
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(27) 
elſe to take a voyage at the expence of the na- 
tion to Botany Bay ; the only traits that our 
citizen retains of his former connections, is an 
extreme urbanity of manners, a faſcinating ad- 
dreſs, and a graceful carriage. He has felt all 
the ſeverity of the moſt acute diſtreſs ; having 
been deprived of a large property, by the un- 
feeling heart, and avaricious hands of 4 Weſt 
Indian merchant, who taking advantage of 
that poverty, which he himfelf had caufed, 
threw the claims of our citizen, into that gulph 
of. called the Court of Chancery, from 
whence they can only be withdrawn by the ex- 
penditure of a ſum far beyond his ability to 
command. FE bm Wo Lg 
The ſentence paſſed againft this ill fated and 

virtuous citizen, will preſent an everlaſting mo- 
nument of the weakneſs of Scottiſh law; and it 
muſt certainly both aſtoniſh, and call down the 
execration of poſterity, when they learn, that 
what the prime miniſter of Great Britain had in 
conjunction with fome of the leading members 
of the Britiſh cabinet, publicly avowed and pro- 
mulgated as indiſpenfably neceſſary and requi- 
fite to the ſalvation of the liberties and rights 
of Engliſhmen in the year 1782, was termed 
RANK sEDITION in the northern part of the 
kingdom in 1794, under the adminiſtration of 
thote very men who had been peculiarly alert 
in propagating the doctrine, and had them- 
ſelves acted in the ſame capacity of delegate 
as our citizen did, and the ſubject of theſe me- 
moirs, together with MaRGEAROT and Sk1R- 
VING,. who were alſo members of the Britiſh 
convention, condemned to be: tranſported for 
FOURTEEN: years, to the inhoſpitable ſhores of 
New Holland, in company n 
Wy 5 pick 


(8 


pickpockets and theives of every deſcription! !! 
and if it ſhould be again aſked for what ? why 
for broaching in Edinburgh, the doctrine of 
UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE and ANNUAL PARLIA- 
MENTS, which was introduced into the Britiſh 
houſe of Parliament by the Duke of Richmond, 
who was a miniſter at the ſame time of the ſen- 
tence being, paſſed in a bill, an extract from 
which we ſhall here preſent our readers. | 
& Now for remedy of ſuch partial and une- 
« qual repreſentation, of the many miſchiefs 
*© which have ariſen therefrom ; and for reſtor- 
<« ing, aſſerting, and maintaining, the rights of 
«© the commons of this realm, be it declared 
& and enacted hat every commoner of this rea:m 
c (excepting only infants, perſons of inſane 
* mind, and criminals incapacitated | by law) 
« bath a' natural, unalienable, and equal right to 
6 vote in the election f HIs repreſentative in Par- 
« iament. i ig ne 1 2 923 
And whereas triennial and ſeptennial par- 
4 liaments by rendering the exerciſe of the 
right of election leſs frequent, tend to make 
«© the repreſentation LESS dependant on their 
e conſtituents than they always oveur to be; 
* and alſo deprive the commons for many years 
« after they come of age, of this franchiſe of 
« electing their own repreſentative. : Be it de- 
« clared and enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
« that the election of members to ſerve in the Houſe - 
«© of Commons OUGHT # be ANNUAL,” “ 
For this and this only, hath this truly valuable 
and honeſt citizen been doomed to an ignomi- | 
nious exile ; what do I ſay? no! it is glorious to 
him, it is only diſgraceful to his country; for 
this is he torn a bleeding victim from every ten- 
der connection, for this is he robbed of his 
"T3 ML children, 
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children, for this is he made the companion of 
wretched highwaymen and abandoned pick- 
ockets!! | Oh! England how art thou fallen, 
here are now thoſe upright legiſlators, that cauſ- 
ed the immortal SYyDNEY's ſentence to be reverſ- 
ed? Alas! they fleep with their fathers; and 
their ſucceſſors ſeem to have baniſhed their glo- 
rious and honourable conduct from their re- 
membance, and to have loſt ſight of every ge- 
nerous and manly impulſe that actuated their 
honeſt minds: for, ſhameful to repeat, it is a 
matter of notoriety, that Mr. Fox vas obliged 
to call to order a member of the /ower Houſe 
of parliament, who, in open defiance of decency, 
had previous to our citizen's being tried prejudi- 
cated this MARTYR TO LIBERTY: 
Me muſt here do juſtice to that noble and 
heroic firmneſs diſplayed by this worthy ſucceſ- 
for of HAM DEN, in going down to Scotland 
to take his trial, if ſuch it can be called, when 
a man already knows his doom ere the parch- 


ment that contains the articles of his accuſation 


is unfolded in a court—I was going to ſay of 
juſtice—but truth, imperial truth cauſed a ſud- 
den ſtoppage of my pen, and inſtead of the 


word, an huge ſplaſh of ink filled up the va» 
_— the candid reader, therefore, 


. cuum thus 
is requeſted to ſupply the deficiency with that 


term which he thinks will moſt appropriately _ 


expreſs the humane and benevolent conduct of 
that honourable court on this occaſion ; unlike his 
predeceffors, who expected until the laſt moment 
to avert the blow, he went to receive a certain 
ſentence, the pronouncing of which on his col- 
leagues had already filled all Scotland and Eng- 


land with terror and diſmay, and had cauſed 


many to fly their * fate; like Cuxr ug 
| Fs 5 | | | Ns to 
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to ſave his country, he plunged into the fiery 
gulph; his virtuous mind, like another SocraTEs, 
would not fly the laws of his unhappy country, 
although the priſon doors were opened to him, 
for a patriotic friend JohN Horns Tooks, 
offered to pay the ſum for which he was held to 
bail, rather than he ſhould thus become an ad- 
ditional proof of his country's diſgrace and the 
what you pleaſe, of its miniſters—No ! 
true to the ſacred, glorious and immortal cauſe 
in which he was engaged, he ſcorned to commit 
an act which the enemies of freedom might 
have conſtrued into fear, and went heroically 
and virtuouſly at once to plead the cauſe of liberty 
and his country, and to certain and inevitable de- 
ſtruction . Let us for a moment pauſe and fi- 
lently contemplate the very different fates of the 
advocates of ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS and ux r- 
VERSAL SUFFRAGE ; WILLIAM PITT is now 
chancellor of the exchequer, firſt lord of the 
treaſury, and warden of the Cinque Ports, with 
emoluments of little leſs than THIRTY THov- 
'SAND pounds per annum; and the Dyk E or 
RIcHMON D was maſter of the ordnance ; Jo- 
SEPH GERRALD pined in Newgate and the New 
Compter for upwards of rx1rTztn months, and 
is at laſt ſent in conjunction with theives to Bo- 
tany Bay, for fourteen years, without a GUINEA 
to help his wants, without cloathing ſufficient to 
keep out the rude and inclement weather, load- 
ed with irons on his hands and on his feet; this 
mutability of fortune can never be more happily 
expreſſed than in thoſe two excellent lines of that 
venerable and good man GiLBERTWAKEFLIELD: 


„ Ah! how unlike reformers are your fate, 
This to New Holland goes to the Exchequer that.” 


Our 
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Our baniſhed citizen is the author of a 
pamphlet entitled, A ConveNTION THE ONLY 
MEANS OF SAVING US FROM RuIN, a work 
that will hand his name down to poſterity with 
eclat, and render his name dear to Engliſhmen, 
whatever may be his future deſtiny ; it ſells for 
half-a-crown ; and when it is underſtood that 
the profits on it, and his Defence, are perhaps 
the only means that are left for the ſupport and 
education of two beautiful children, which by 
the inhumanity of his country, he is obliged to 
leave friendleſs and unprovided,ftrangers in their 
native land, —we cannot doubt but every well- 
wiſher to the author, the cauſe, and two lovely 
orphans—will be eager to avail themſelves of 
this opportunity, of ſhewing their gratitude to 
the victim of their claims, and of acquirin 
that knowledge which they will find eminently 
uſeful in their future purſuits. 

His defence before the High Juſticiary Court, 
which is printed for the benefit of his family, 
and ſold by the bpokſellers at EIGHTEEN-PEN CR, 
does honour both to his head and heart, and 
will ever remain'an unanſwerable argument in 
favour of the liberties of the people; it cannot 
be too generally read, as it contains the ſoundeſt 
principles of political juſtice, ſupported by the 
authority of the beſt writers on civil juriſpru- 
dence in the Engliſh rongue—it is calculated to 
ſhew the moſt zealous defenders of deſpotiſm 
their error, and to confirm the young and unex- 
perienced votary of freedom in the juſtneſs of 
his enterprize—we truſt that this book may by 
the patronage of a feeling and grateful nation, 
in ſome meaſure become a ſuſtitute for the loſs 
his family muſt experience, by the cruel and 
inhuman baniſhment of the father to ſhew 
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that we are not ſingular in our ideas of this ma- 


ſterly piece of eloquence, we here make an ex- 


tract from the MonTLy REVIEW for September 
1794. 


Not having now before us the printed copy 


© of Mr. Gerrald's trial, which paſſed our Re- 
c view in June laſt (ſee number for that month, 


© page 231) we cannot compare the preſent 


© copy of that gentlemen's celebrated ſpeech 


A 


with that which Mr. Ramſay had before com- 


tc municated to the public; but as this edition 


te has received the advantage of Mr. G's revi- 


6 ſal, we muſt conſider it as authentic and 


F* complete. . 

ce It is a performance that certainly does cre- 
dit to his abilities. In point of compoſition, 
© jt is indeed a maſterly performance: the pe- 


b ruſal of which notwithſtanding its great length 


c 


N 


5 will ſufficiently compenſate the unbiaſſed reader 


< for the time beſtowed on it. As to the cauſe 
& which Mr. G. ſo ardently maintained, that 


cc js a matter which does not properly come be- 
£ fore us. It is not for a Literary Review 


* to fit in judgment, on the judges of the 


4 land.“ 
The ANALYTICAL REVyIEZw, the BRITISsn 


 CrITICc, the CRITIcAL Review &c. &c, 


Speak equally well of this performance, which 
will certainly be revered by future ages, as a 
choice diſplay of rare talents united to unble- 


miſhed. virtue, and unſhaken fortitude in the 


cauſe of FREEDOM. 


In vain ſhall the vile panders, of a diſſolute 


miniſter, preach up to the people, the mildneſs 
and equality of Britiſh laws; whilſt ſuch damn- 


\ 


ing proofs of its ſeverity, and inequality exift, 


as we have here had occaſion to picture terror 


and 


5 Ls 


and a ſtanding army may indeed for a time 
ſtifle the juſt reſentments of an injured and op- 


preſſed nation; Corruption may employ the 


moſt filthy means ro ſhackle the mind by intro- 
ducing the deteſtable ſyſtem of ſpies and infor- 
mers, and by laying heavy impolts in the cir- 
culation of knowledge but, like the latent fire 
amidſt the embers, it will at laſt burſt forth in 
flame of indignation that can only be quenched 
by the fall of thoſe minions, who in defiance of 
every principle, divine and human, hold their 
ſituations by the annihilation of their country's 
liberties; who with impious hands ſeize on the 
birth right of Britons, and reduce them from 
that enviable ſituation, they once held amongſt 
European nations, to the loweſt ebb of wretch- 
ed degradation, baſeneſs, and ſlavery; who hang 
the temple of liberty with black, and force the 
people to bewail the loſs of their enchanting 
goddeſs, by illuminations that announce victo- 
ries over her friends and ſupporters, and the oc- 
cupation of her altars by cowardly oppreſſion 
and knaviſh deſpotiſm. 
And thou, Oh! vile apoſtate, who in thy ear- 
ly career of politics, raiſed thyſelf on the ſhoul- 
ders of the people, to thy preſent ſituation, by 
the commiſſion of that very crime, for which our 
beloved citizen 1s baniſhed, only indeed thine 
was committed in England, where yet they have 
not a Lord Juſtice Clerk, think .that the ven- 


yet fall heayy on thy deyoted and infamous head 
when thou leaſt expecteth it. Remember the 
fate of thy great prototype Sejanus, and make 


| ſome atonement for all the iniquities thou haſt 
committed againſt thy too credulous and abuſed 
country, before it be yet too late, by unlooſing 
ee 2 


ance of heaven like a thief in che night, will 


( 


the bonds of ſlavery that envelope this ill fated 
citizen, whoſe talents and virtues ſoar as far 
above thine, as the heavens are above the 
mountains of the earth'; by reſtoring him to that 
liberty of which thou haſt vilely cauſed him to 
be robbed; by reſtoring him to that country 


which will unceaſingly lament his loſs ; by re- 


ſtoring him to thoſe friends to whom his bene- 
volence and amiable diſpoſition has rendered 


him dear; and although the ſofter ties of nature 


never yet entraped thine adamantine heart, al- 
though love never yet ſoftened thy callous ſoul, 
yet let juſtice for once enter thy breaſt, when 
thou ſhalt contemplate the beautiful offspring of 
this victim to thy apoſtacy, duplicity and injuſtice, 
that muft be left to wither like the morning 
flower, if the infamous ſentence, the corruption 
of thy meaſures has obtained againſt him be car- 
ried into execution do this the and world may 
yet have compaſſion for thine infirmities, like 
the ſinner that repenteth, thou mayſt be receiv- 
ed back into the boſom of ſociety, and become 
lovely in the fight of God and woman |! 

We cannot better conclude this article, than 
by making an extract from his defence, which 
will ſhew the firmneſs of his mind under the 
moſt trying and afflifting misfortunes, and be a 


ſtriking example, how little poſſible it is for ty- 


ranny itſelf in its moſt unbounded licentiouſneſs 


to really puniſh a mind impregnated with virtue, 


and the facred love of freedom. No! ſuch men 
are far above the reach of the vile arts and 
terrible menaces of oppreſſion, they can ſmile 
when tyrants grin ghaltly at their own infernal 
tortures, and their coward hearts ſhrink back 


appalled at the dreadful ſentence their venomous 


ſouls are about, to pronounce, 2 
; | * * Gentle- 
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“% Gentlemen, I am in your hands. About my 
life I feel not the ſlighteſt anxiety; if it 
would promote the cauſe, I would cheerfully 
make the ſacrifice ; for if I periſh on an occa- 
fion like the preſent, out of my aſhes will arife 
a flame to conſume the tyrants and oppreſſors 


of my country. 6 
„Moral light is as irreſiſtible by the mind, 


as phyſical by the eye. All attempts to impede 
its progreſs are vain. It will roll rapidly 
along ; and as well may tyrants imagine, that 
by placing their feet upon the earth, they 
can ſtop its diurnal motion, as that they ſhall 
be able by efforts the moſt virulent and per- 
tinacious, to extinguiſh the light of reaſon 
and philoſophy, which happily for mankind, 
is every where ſpreading around us. 

£* Surely the experience of all ages, ſhould 
have taught our rulers that perſecutions never 
can efface principles; and that the thunder 
of the ſtate will prove impotent, when wield- 
ed againſt patriotiſm, innocence, and firmneſs. 
Whether, therefore, I ſhall be permitted to 
glide gently down the current of life, in the 
boſom of my native country, among thoſe 
kindred ſpirits whoſe approbation conſtitutes 
the great comfort of my being, or whether I 
be doomed to drag out the remainder of my 
exiſtence amidit theives and murderers, a 
wandering exile on the bleak and melancholy 
ſhores of New Holland, my uixp, equal to 


either fortune, is prepared to meet the deſtiny 


that awaits me. | 
© To be torn a bleeding member from that 
country which we love, is, indeed, upon the 
firſt view, painful in the extreme; but all 
things ceaſe to be painful, when we are ſup- 
| * ported 


E 


“ ported by the conſciouſnef that we have 
% done our duty to our fellow-creatures ; ani 
*« 4 wiſe man riſing ſuperior to all local preju- 
© gices, if aſked for his country, will turn his 
< eyes from this dim ſpot which men call 
© earth, and will poift, like Anaxagoras, to 
© the heavens.” > . 
He is a native of Warwickſhire; about thir- 
ty-two years of age; about five feet, eight inches 
in height; of a flender make, and puny conſti- 
tution. He was brotight to Newgate after re- 
ceiving the ſentence of the Juſticiary Court of 
Scotland, in March 1794, and continued in that 
priſon until the month of October, when the 
erſons lately tried and acquitted for high trea- 
on, were removed there from the Tower to take 
their trials. He was then ſhifted to the New 
Compter, Giltſpur Street, where he remained 
until SATURDAY, the 2d of May, 1795, on 
which day, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
juſt as he had lain down to repoſe himſelf, being 
much indiſpoſed, he was informed that Pitt the 
rurnkey of Newgate wanted to ſpeak with 
him, upon which he aroſe and went into the 
lobby of the priſon, when they immediately 
: ſeized him, and put him in irons, hand-cuffing 
him and ſhackling his legs : In this fituation he 
was hot abies permitted to return to his apart- 
ments, to take leave of his infant daughter, who 
was the companion of his impriſonment, but in- 
ſtantly hurried into a poſtchaiſe with Pitt the 
turnkey, and conveyed to Goſport, where he was 
put on board the SOovRt 168 tranſport for Botany 
ay. 2 5 | | 
The following anecdote, the truth of which is 
8 generally accredited, will ſnow in what 


Imation he was held as a ſcholar : _ 5 


Doc rox PARR, who educated him and Mr. 
„ SH £.- 
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SfERIDAN, being one day in company with 
the latter, the diſcourſe turned upon GERRALD, 
when Mr. SHzR1DAN remarking that “ he was 
. a very clever young man.” the doctor re- 
plied, ** aye, Sir, by far the moſt, clever fellow 
ce that ever I educated.” 

Over the fate of this unfortunate man, hu- 
manity muſt heave a ſigh, and deplore the de- 
pravity of that country, which could find no 
other reward for ſuch admirable talents and un- 
ſpotted virtue, than chains, exile, and ingrati- 
tude, It ought, however, to arouſe from their 
ſlumbers that ſociety whoſe delegate he was, and 
convince them, more than ever, of the neceffity 


of perſevering and uniting in the promotion of 


their great cauſe, that of reſcuing their country 
from the tyranny of its oppreſſors, by Ax N NAI. 
PARLIAMENTS and UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE, in 


the proſecution of which, let them never loſe 


ſight of their motto, 
UNITE, PERSEVERE, AND BE FREE. 


The following lines were preſented to citizen 
Gerrald, during his confinement in Newgate— 
and it is preſumed may not be unintereſting to 

our readers: : 
10 


CITIZEN GERRALD. 


PERMIT, dear citizen, a patriot bard, 

ith all the fervour of ſincere regard, 
To mourn thy ſuff rings in fair freedom's cauſe, 
And pay thy zeal the tribute of applauſe; 
Through Scotia's eavious miſts to ſee thee riſe, 
And like the ſun illumine other ſkies ; 

C''er clouds of prejudice to mark thy way, 

And hail thee Coding in meridian 156 


What 


* 


Bi 


What though by ſhort liv'd tyrant power attac k d 

Though J judges and a jury pack'd, - 

In hateful league, with helliſh rage combin'd 

To check the noble ardor of thy mind, 

Yet vain their fury, vain their venal arts, 

Thy eloquence appall'd their coward hearts, 

Pour'd on the bench ineffable diſgrace, 

And flaſh'd conviction in each ſcoundrel's face. 

What though the ſlaves of wicked pow'r combine, 

The cauſe of LIBER TV to undermine ; | 

Her battlements the wrecks of time ſhall ſtand, 

And mock the fury of each hoſtile band; 

Through all the univerſe her fame fhall ſound, 

Her EQUAL Laws in every clime be found; 

Her pow'r is mercy and her cauſe divine, 

And all the world ſhall worſhip at her ſhrine. 

Far in the weſt I ſaw the goddeſs rife, 

Earth was her pedeſtal, her cap the ſkies, 

CoLumsia's patriots felt the gen'rous flame, 

And in her cauſe acquir'd immortal fame; 

Pregnant with bleſſings, anxious ſtill to ſave, 

She preſs'd the boſom of th' Atlantic wave; | 

Taur z form'd her ſhield, and vengeance drove her car, 

To wage with deſpots an eternal war; 

I ſaw her gen'rous advocates advance, 

And fix her ſtandard on the ſhores of France; 

Prieſtcraft and monkiſn charms before her fell, 

And ſuperſtition fought her native hell; 

Aghaſt the monſter deſpotiſm ſtood, 

And trembling, like BELsHAZ Z Ax, ſunk in blood 

The flaviſh chains of vaſſalage were broke, 

And freedom triumph'd o'er the galling yoke ; 

No dire Baſtile remain'd, where tyrant rage 

2 the wretched to the iron cage, | 
Joom'd NATURE's GREAT, to lonely grief a prev 

In dark, damp cells to linger life a 1 1 

But virtue train'd to arms her valiant band, 

And vice — with prieſs and nobles, fled the land. 

Burſting with gall, let envy dart her ſtings, 

At wicked miniſters, and idiot kings, 

Bid all their cut · throat myrmidons advance 

To conquer FREEDOM and partition Fra NCE; 

Their filly ſchemes, like ideal phantoms fly, 

Before the beam of Re ason's ſober eye; 

In vain their rage, for like a ſea-beat rock, 

Gallia repels unhurt each hoſtile ſuock; 
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In vain the ſlaviſi hordes for vict'ry fight, 
Carnage and rout their doom, and ſhameful flight. 
This to his coſt the threat'ning BR uNswiek found, 
When his vile herd polluted freedom's ground; 
This Cozouxo knows, as faſt the hero runs, 
Far from the reach of Gallia's thund'ring guns, 
This Britain's Champion learns with ſad ſurpriſe, 
Whilſt from e e his Highne/5 boldly flies, 
Whilſt o'er the Netherlands he nimbly ſkips, 
And barters /wwords and guzs for /purs and whips ; 
Thus, ever thus may ſlaviſh vice retire _ 
From bolder virtue's well directed fire; 

Ihus, ever thus may freedom gain the day, 
And on her proud invaders pour diſmay! 
INNMORTAL LIBERTY !—i1nfpir'd by thee, 

All nations ſoon ſhall abi it, and be free; 

Th' injur'd ArxicAx ſhall break his chain, 
Exchange his life of miſery, and pain, 

His 1 . cruelty, the driver's blows, 

For all the charms thy god- like hand beſtows; 

In all the majeſty of man ſhall riſe, 
And arm'd with vengeance fury in his eyes, 

Seize the fell tyrant, though of prouder birth, 
And hurl the curs'd oppreſſor from the earth. 
Soon injur'd INNOCENCE ſhall lift its head, 
And view each wicked perſecutor dead; 
The vile deſtroyers of the world ſhall fall, 
And one wide-ſpreading ruin ſeize them all: 
Wars bloody chiefs ſhall whet the ſword no more, 
Nor bid again deſtructive cannon's roar, | 
The rage and fury of mankind ſhall ceaſe, 

And all the world be gently huſh'd to peace; 
PartosoPay ſhall harmonize the mind, | 
And love and amity cement mankind ; 
Illuſtrious xz asoN ſhall aſcend her throne, 
And ev'ry human breaſt her empire own; | 
Prieſtcraft, with all its monkiſh charms and ſpells, 
And ev'ry haunt where ſuperſtition dwells, 
Shall like a viſion fly, and leave the mind, 

Free as unſhackled thought and unconfin'd, 

O happy day! when ALzoy ſhall ariſe 
From the long ſlumber that has ſeal'd her eyes, 
And like the wiſer bee, vindictive drive 
Each drone and u/ele/ſ5 placeman from her hive; 
Start into life and liberty, and purge | 
Her injur'd country of its ey'ry pag 
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For juftige pant—with gen'rous ardor burn 
To hail her baniſh'd patriot's ſafe return ; 
Then ſhall the ſuff'ring friends of man receive, 
All that a boundleſs gratitude can give ; 


Then patriot bards ſhall conſecrate to fame 


PAIN e x's, and Mvix's, and sK1xyine's honor'd name; 
Then MaxGarorT, with merited applauſe, | 
Shall urge ſucceſsful freedom's glorious cauſe. 
Ah! then my GErRrALD ſhall deſerv'd renown 
Thy noble effarts, and thy ſufPrings crown 
Then to thy merit ſhall thy country raiſe, 

A more than marble monument of praiſe ; 

Ah! then by patriotic rapture fir'd, 

Unaw'd-by tyrants—by bold truth inſpir'd, 
The grateful muſe again ſhall tune her lay, 

And rh receive—what now the dare not pay. 


— — — =; 4 


Since the foregoing character of Gerrald was 


written, and whilſt it was at the preſs, the fol- 
lowing has appeared in the Morning Chronicle, 


and is here inſerted to ſhow the worth of and the 
general eſtimation in which this illuſtrious ſuf- 
ferer in the cauſe of Freedom is held—the 
author is I believe in an error reſpecting the 
place of his birth and his age. | OT 


To the Editor of the Morning Coronicle, 
MR. EDITOR, | 


The Britiſh public, and the world, are in- 
debted to you for the manly way in which you 
have noticed the cataſtrophe that cloſes, for the 


preſent, the perſecutions of adminiſtration againſt | 
Joſeph Gerrald. Such events, though melan- - 
choly, are full of inſtruction; and it would be 
matter of regret, if, while the individual ſuffers, 


and the public is injured, we did not at leaſt en- 
deavour to ſecure the compenſation in wiſdom 
and improvement with which the circumſtance 


i 


( 
is fraught. I will deſcribe the character of this 
man, as if he were actually defunct, and pay 


him the tribute of juſtice and impartiality, to 
which merit is always ſuppoſed to be entitled 


upon ſuch occaſions. 


Joſeph Gerrald was born in the Weſt Indies, 


where he inherited a conſiderable eſtate; and 


his relations were among the moſt wealthy plant- 
ers of the iſlands in which they reſided. He 
received a portion of his education in England, 
at Stanmore in Middleſex, under the care of 
Samuel Parr, a name which of itſelf ſuggeſts to 


every informed reader a higher eulogium than I 


am able to offer. This great and venerable in- 


ſtructor of youth was always remarkable for the 
encouragement he gave, and the friendſhip he 


entertained, to thoſe pupils whoſe eminent talents 


enabled them moſt fully to profit by his com- 
munications. Several of the firſt men in this 
country deem it their particular honour to cul- 
tivate that intercourſe with Dr, Parr now, which 
began under his roof in the connection of maſter 
and ſcholar. But there was none that he more 
eſteemed, and by whom his affection was more 
ardently returned, than Joſeph Gerrald. The 
ſcene of his education alſo introduced Mr. 
Gerrald to the acquaintance of many illuſtrious 
perſons, who were his ſchool-fellows. To know 
Gerrald, if he who knew him were a man of 
ſenſibility and diſcrimination, was always the 
{ame thing as to admire and love him. 

Mr. Gerrald, when he came to the poſſeſſion 
of his eſtate, entered into habits of diſſipation, 
and his eſtate melted away under the activity of 
his extravagance. A part of this period of his 
life was ſpent in North America, about the cloſe 


of the conteſt between Great Britain and her 


3 % 


colonies. 


. 


eolonies. In that ſcene his attention was nece{- 
ſarily called to political truth, and the rights of 
mankind. Other men have been extravagant; 
but it was peculiar to Mr. Gerrald, if he were 
extravagant, to be ſcarcely in any degree pre- 

vented by that circumſtance from the accumula- 
tion of knowledge, and intellectual improve- 
ment. His mind graſped yarious branches of 
ſcience, and digeſted them all. The beſt ſcholars, 
the profoundeſt metaphyſicians, and the ableſt 
profeſſors of politics, and the law of nations, 
will be the firſt to confeſs the ſoundneſs of his 
claſſical knowledge, the acuteneſs and extent of 
his reaſonings, and the accuracy of his inform- 
ation. His eloquence had equally the power to 
charm and aftoniſh ; and the brilliancy of his 
imagination was not inferior to the terrors of his 
invective. With all this, his temper is nat leſs 
entitled to our praiſe, He was placable and 
. to an extreme. The magnanimity of 
nis ſpirit, and the purity of his ſenſe of honour, 
could only be completely underſtood by thoſe 
who had made them the ſubject of perſonal ob- 
ſervation. His defence delivered before the 
Court of Juſticiary at Edinburgh, is a maſter- 
piece in acuteneſs of reaſoning, purity of com- 
an, and dignity of ſentiment. I am aware, 

Sir, that the various excellence J aſcribe to him 
, would ſeem like a romance, if Mr. Gerrald had 
been a man unknown to the world. But you, 
and almoſt every eminent ſcholar and ſtateſman 
in Britain, knew his merits, and know that I ſay 
leſs than the truth, becauſe I do not know how 

to tell the truth in its full exten. 

Having finiſhed his education and his travels, 
he came to England, the country which ſeemed 
beſt adapted to the diſplay of his talents. Alas, 
"1 C thoſe 
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thoſe talents are cruſhed, perhaps for ever, by e 14 


flagitious act of men who were incapable of un- 


derſtanding them, or underſtood only to hate 
them! 5 | 

Perhaps I ſhall be afked, „Why expreſs fo 
ec much aſtoniſhment and diſapprobation of a 
«© man's being fent to the ſhores of New Hol- 
cc land? This is an ordinary event.”—No, Sir, 
this is not an ordinary event. We ſee men bred 
among the refuſe of ſociety, tranſported by hun- 
dreds; and the philanthropiſt will ſee it with re- 
gret. But it is yet extraordinary for a man like 
Gerrald, to be ſubjected to this nefarious treat- 
ment: a man, from whofſe various information 
the wiſeſt might be contented to learn, and 
whoſe burſts of eloquence and penetration might 
charm the moſt refined. At a moment when the 
moſt conſummate might have repaired with pro- 
fit to learn wiſdom from his lips, he is thruſt to 
the fartheſt diſtance from civiliſed ſociety. I 
fhould like to fee the man who would fay of him- 
felf, or whoſe friends would ſay for him, © My 
talents are greater than thofe of Gerrald.” _ 
The barbarous ſtupidity and ignorance of our 
Miniſters may lead them to regard this as an or- 
dinary event. But it will be remembered againſt 
them, and will ſtamp their characters to poſterity. 


It is a new crime that they never committed be- 


fore; it is a touchſtone to ſhow how far their 


profligacy and unbluſhing hardneſs of heart can . 


extend. | 
They have taken care that their proceeding 
ould want no aggravation. They retained Mr. 
Gerrald in England till after the memorable trial 
of the Acquitted Felons. They were willing 
that no man ſnould be ignorant that if he had 
been tried in England, and by an Engliſh Jury, 
| he 
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he would have been acquitted with honour ; and 
they then take advantage of the barbarous ſtate 
of Scottiſh juriſprudence, to deprive the human 
ſpecies, probably for ever, of the benefit of this 
man's talents. 

A farther aggravation remains to be mention- 
ed. The jailors, and other reſpectable attendants 
of the New Compter and Newgate, whiſpered | 
ſometime ſince, that an order had been iſſued for 
the removal of Mr. Gerrald to Botany Bay. A 
perſon of conſequence in oppoſition, who was 
the friend of Mr. Gerrald, ſpoke to Mr. Dundas 
on the ſubject, I believe on the ſixth of April, 
willing that he ſhould not be kept in a painful 
uncertainty. Mr, Dundas's anſwer was: There 
eis no intention of ſending Mr. Gerrald at pre- 
4 ſent; and, if it depend upon me, he will not 
© be ſent.” Such unneceſſary duplicity and 
cruelty are almoſt incredible. 5 

Mr. Gerrald, the unfortunate and illuſtrious 
ſubject of this article, is in the thirty- fifth year of 
his age. . e | 
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